How to Choose a Postgraduate Course
There are many reasons why individuals choose to pursue postgraduate study, just some of these include;

- to progress a career 

-  to change career 

- for personal fulfilment

- because of an interest in a subject

- a desire to postpone working

All of these reasons are justifiable in their own right and indeed some may work hand in hand with each other. However, making the commitment to postgraduate study is not something that should be entered into lightly, as it requires significant input of your time, energy and finances.

Having thoroughly considered all of your options and concluded that you do wish to study a postgraduate course, the next step is to choose which course.

Obviously some courses will be naturally selected, or at least the broad subject area will be selected based upon your reasons for studying. For example, if you wish to study in order to pursue a teaching career then you will have already narrowed your options down to one of the postgraduate teaching courses available. However, if your reason for study is for less restrictive reasons then the options open to you are vast.
Firstly you need to choose exactly how you would prefer to study; distance Learning, taught courses, research, full time or part time.

The decision here can be made by asking yourself certain questions such as;

- How do you prefer to study; through extensive research or through the completion of assignments?

- Do you require the focus and driving force that being within an educational institution may provide over distance learning?

- Do you wish to continue to work whilst you study?
- Are you prepared to relocate to complete your study?
Once you have decided on these aspects you then need to consider the course content and subject matter, being mindful of the following points;
1. If you are looking to continue studying to change career, importantly you need to ensure that the course you choose is recognised by the relevant professional bodies of the profession you wish to enter, otherwise all of your study may be wasted when you discover that you can’t actually get into the career of your dreams. 

2. If you are interested in a particular subject area make sure you go for a course that focuses on the right aspects of that subject matter for you, as when studying at postgraduate level the courses are a lot more refined than when studying at undergraduate level.

3. Make sure that you meet all of the requirements for course entry; a lot of courses stipulate that you must have achieved at least a 2:1 and some specify which field this study should be in.
There are various resources that are available to help you with your postgraduate study choices; these include the following useful websites;

- http://www.prospects.ac.uk/about_postgrad_study.htm
- http://www.prospects.ac.uk/about_postgrad_study.htm
Not carrying out extensive research into your subject choice, your course provider and the study methods required could lead to you not enjoying your course and potentially not completing it, but if you take the time to consider all of your options and choose the right course for you then postgraduate study can be a fulfilling and rewarding experience.

