What Makes a Good Horror Story?

When writing a horror story it is important to consider several things as it is quite different to a
standard novel. It is essential that you are able to draw the reader into another world and ensure
that they are able to engross themselves fully into the story and stimulate their imagination.

When writing a horror story suspense is vital. Think about all those horror films you have seen, it is
the suspense that makes the film, the feeling of waiting for something to happen. You know that
something is coming but are unsure as to when or how. The reader needs to be able to sense this
and therefore building up the tension for the reader is imperative to ensure that they will want to
continue reading.

In addition, most horror stories will contain an element of shock, something that takes the readers
breath away and is not at all expected. Again, think of all those horror films you have seen,
something always happens that makes you jump up from your seat. The same needs to happen in
your story, something that surprises the reader.

The ending is vital, it needs to be believable yet also leave the reader feeling satisfied. A twist is good
to use, something that the reader is not expecting. A good ending will leave one question still to be
answered to tease the reader’s imagination.

Another vital ingredient is the characters in the novel; they need to be developed to be believable
and someone that the reader can relate to. It is particularly important in a horror novel that the

characters are real, as emotions in horror stories are particularly intense.

All these elements will make for a good read!

When you think your manuscript is ready for the publisher, send it to Words
Worth Reading Ltd for appraisal and proofreading — make every word count!



http://www.wordsworthreading.co.uk/manuscript-proofreading.php

