Writing real life stories
Real life stories are loved by most magazine publications and some newspaper publications too. Whilst some readers may bemoan the increase in public interest in the lives of others, we can’t escape the fact that there is a strong market for non-fiction writing that is based around the lives of other people. This provides a perfect opportunity for anyone looking to increase their portfolio of non-fiction, article writing.

So how do you infiltrate this market, and how do you pull together a story based on the life of another individual in such a way that it makes a good read…without compromising on the truth and without falling foul to the temptation of exaggeration? Let’s have a look at some of the key elements of writing a strong real life story.

1. Complete your market research. Real life stories cover a vast range of subject matter, and the stories that appeal to publishers will vary from market to market. However it is still important to take some time to research the type of stories different magazines or newspapers publish. This will enable you to determine what sort of real life story you should pitch to each specific magazine or newspaper.

2. Find a story to write about! This is often the tricky bit. Firstly think about your own life. Are there any stories from your own life that would work well as an article piece? If not, move on to considering your friends and family. Has anyone overcome a rare illness, in the process of planning a dream wedding or training for a marathon? Would they be happy for you to turn their story into a good piece of journalism? Next turn to your local community. Local newspapers and radio stations are a great way to find out about extraordinary people, as are charities.
3. Conduct an interview. Without an interview you’ll be hard pushed to pull together a real life story piece. You need to have a copy of the interviewee’s story, told through their own words, to be able to weave in some strong and emotive language into your article. Remember that individuals who haven’t been interviewed before may find the experience nerve wracking. They may be shy, vague, rambling or end up very tongue-tied. As the interviewer it is your job to keep the interview as focused and pain-free as possible.

4. Write engagingly. Non-fiction writing needs to be just as engaging as fiction writing. You need to hook the reader in from the opening sentence and keep them intrigued as they work their way through the article. 

5. Get the copy approved. It’s important that those individuals that you’re interviewing are happy with the final article. So be sure to send them a copy of the article and ask them to put in writing the fact that they are happy for you to go ahead and seek publication of the piece.

6. Include photos. Photos are needed to help bring real life article pieces to life. They need to be of a good quality and it is always better to take more photos than needed, to give the publishers a choice when they come to laying out your article within their magazine or newspaper publication.
