Writing for wildlife magazines
Wildlife magazines are generally thought of as hugely technical and detailed publications, where only the real wildlife gurus can contribute their article writing or feature writing pieces. However, lately wildlife magazines have mirrored the television trend in trying to make their publications more accessible to a wider audience…and this means that the type of article pieces wildlife magazines now publish are a little more general, and a little easier for freelance writers to complete.

So if you are interested in nature and fancy having a go at writing an article or two for publication in this genre of magazine, what magazines should you be pitching to? There are three top UK titles; ‘BBC Wildlife’, ‘British Wildlife’, and ‘Wildlife Extra’. Each of these magazines is looking for articles that are a little bit different, so the chances are you will find a publication that suits your writing style.

 BBC Wildlife is one of the longest surviving publications of this genre. It launched back in the 1960s and has always welcomed budding article and freelance writers who have something different to contribute. This is perhaps the easiest publication to approach in terms of freelance article submission.

British Wildlife appeals to those readers who have a professional or serious interest in conservation. It has a strong news focus, so it may be that your best way of approaching this magazine is through the provision of a meaty news item or two. The magazine is very choosy about which articles they will and won’t consider for publication.

Wildlife Extra is an online-only magazine and is a great place for freelance article writers with an interest in wildlife writing to start building up their writing portfolio. The magazine is keen on writing about wildlife attractions and hotspots from around the country, and is always on the lookout for article pieces that discuss new hotspots! They prefer articles to be accompanied by a photo or two.

So, now that you know the market, what is it that these magazines are looking for in a freelance article piece? 

· Good writing! It almost goes without saying, but it is important that the quality of your writing is particularly strong for wildlife magazines. You need to ensure that your passion for the topic also shines through as this will give your writing ‘the edge’. Simply researching and reporting on a subject just won’t cut it in this genre of writing.

· Striking headlines work wonders for most article pieces, and the same is true of articles written for this particular market.

· Always include a photo or two with your articles. Strong picture-led articles are hard to come by so if you have created something visually stimulating as well as well written then make sure you submit the piece asap!

· Avoid clichés and don’t worry too much about technical jargon. Remember that the trend nowadays is to make magazines that focus on wildlife and nature more accessible to the general public, not less.   

