Writing for surfing magazines
Have you ever thought about writing for a surfing magazine? Perhaps not – it may be that you thought the area of interest was too niche to really have its own series of magazine publications attached to it, or indeed to have a large following of readers. But interestingly there are a large number of individuals who are interested in reading about surfing, and there are a number of magazines that are dedicated to the subject. The most well known surfing magazines are; Wavelength, Surfgirl, and Kitesurf. Each of these magazines have a large readership and demonstrate that there is real opportunity there for freelance writers or article writers to put forward features and news pieces that are tied up with this particular sport. 

So if you are thinking about writing an article that is targeted at readers of surfing magazines, take a look at the list below. It outlines some of the key things magazine publishers are looking for from freelance articles on this sporty subject!
· Think about stories that cover a new angle of surfing. Lots of surfing magazines contain articles that are based around annual festivals. But these magazines are also after more generalised subject areas such as fitness, nutrition, environment, beauty and fashion. Don’t be afraid to approach a publisher with an article that focuses on these areas.

· Features are a good ‘way in’ to a magazine, but so are news items. Think about relevant news pieces that you could pitch to publishers as a way to establish a good relationship with a particular magazine.

· Take some time to find out about the type of feature articles each individual magazine will be interested in. Some titles for example may be looking to take a piece that is based on a travel destination…others may not.

· Get the terminology right! But at the same time don’t overuse buzz words or clichés - they just don’t sound right! 

· As with all magazine article submissions, remember to follow in-house style guidelines; and always submit your work to a named editor.

· Take a look at the social networking sites that the surfing magazines are affiliated with. These should give you vital information about the readership for the magazine, and the type of articles that are generally welcomed by these publishers.

· And finally, remember to keep your articles real. No-one will know surfing better than the readers of these magazines and they don’t want to feel that they can’t relate to the writer of an article, or that they disagree with the way that a surfer is portrayed within a written piece.

