Why study Irish?
I suppose this is a question you could ask about studying any language. Irish (Gaeilge) originated in Ireland and was historically spoken by the Irish people. Unfortunately like many languages it is now spoken only by a small minority of the Irish population as their first language. It is spoken as a second language by a larger proportion of the population. 

Irish is taught in all primary and secondary schools and is a compulsorily part of the curriculum. Most Irish natives can speak some Irish having been taught it at school. Ireland is a very proud Nation and Irish (Gaeilge) is still considered an important part of the country’s rich culture and heritage. 

Remarkably even though Irish is not spoken as a first language by the majority, it is the national and first official language of the Republic of Ireland and recognised as an official language by the European Union. The Irish language was spread to other countries in the past including Scotland and the Isle of Man where it has evolved over time. It is well recognised that Irish has the oldest vernacular literature in Western Europe so there are many interesting and historical reasons to study it.

One of the darkest times in Irish history contributed to the decline of the Irish language. The Great Famine of 1845-1852 saw Ireland lose half its population and with it the number of people who spoke the language decreased. Really since this time the Irish language has never regained its status. There have been many attempts to revive it and promote it, but to no great avail.

Given all of these facts, why study Irish? Well, if you are Irish person living in another country you may well want to exert some national pride and spread some Irish! If you have an interest in history, particularly Irish history, you may want to study Irish to understand the country’s origins and how Irish contributed to certain important events in the country’s history.
You may have a passion for languages and want to learn and understand another language. Many people visit the Gaeltacht (an area that speaks only Irish) to learn in a more conducive environment. You may be of Scottish or Manx heritage and want to understand how your native language evolved.
Whatever your motivation for studying Irish, you will need to apply all your studying skills and ensure that you give Irish the time and dedication it deserves. Be careful when writing in Irish as sentence construction and the spelling of words is clearly quite different from English. If you are using Irish words in an English essay, ensure that you proofread your work accurately to avoid any obvious mistakes. 
In no time at all, you too will be able to say Cead Mile Failte!

