Why study a vocational course?
As more and more people start to show an interest in higher education, so the course options within higher education have grown. Whereas historically academic courses only were studied in colleges and Universities, nowadays there is a range of vocational courses that can be studied all over the world; both via distance learning and by onsite University or college attendance.

So what is a vocational course? Well, when you study a vocational course you basically study a subject that requires both practical and technical knowledge; vocational courses are therefore generally more ‘hands on’. Vocational courses also have a more obvious route into a specific career path than traditional or academic courses. For example, studying for a degree or qualification in teaching clearly leads you to a very obvious career. Studying for a degree or qualification in English however does not lead you so obviously into a particular career choice.

One of the most popular vocational qualifications to study for is a BTEC Higher National Diploma, previously referred to as simply a HND – a Higher National Diploma. There are a range of BTEC HNDs available in vocational subjects, with the most popular being in administration and business, followed by engineering and technology and then subjects that fall into the creative arts industry.

Vocational courses often mix theory and practice, so students come away with having a real, strong theoretical understanding of a subject (in the same way that an academic subject may be taught to students), but this knowledge is coupled with practical experience; students of vocational courses have the hands on ability to actually deliver the job they have been trained to do – they haven’t simply read about it and written about it. In addition, many vocational courses also offer students the possibility to include a period of work experience within their study time. For University students, this work experience time can be up to a year. Not only does the incorporation of work experience into a study course help improve your practical ability to be able to deliver a job or work within a specific industry, but it also provides you with some great work experience that can be added to your CV. Having this level of work experience to compliment your further educational study can make you stand out from the crowd when it comes to seeking full time employment post study.

There are lots of benefits to studying a vocational course. If you are struggling to decide upon whether or not a vocational course is the best way forward for you, consider the following points and probing questions:

· A vocational course will most definitely set you up to work within a specific industry. Are you sure upon the industry that you want to work within?

· Vocational courses are well suited to individuals who find that they get easily bored with constantly learning theory without having the chance to put this knowledge into practice. How comfortable are you with mixing academic study and real life, practical experience?

· How comfortable would you be with spending 6 months to a year of your time completing work experience for a company that may well be unpaid?

· How important is it to you that you obtain a degree as opposed to an alternative qualification such as a diploma?    

