Why become a freelance writer?
Working as a freelance writer takes a lot of courage. As a freelance writer you are reliant on yourself to generate your own income, and this means taking responsibility for finding freelance writing opportunities, putting together a sufficiently strong pitch to actually win these opportunities, and then deliver the work required, in the way that it is required, and to the deadline imposed by the client. Finally of course let’s not forget the often tricky task of securing the payment for the work you have completed. There are therefore lots of reasons why you might choose not to pursue a burning desire to become a freelance writer.

However, there are lots of successful freelance writers out there who demonstrate that you can overcome the presumed hurdles and build a successful career and income through writing on a freelance basis. As well as this, there are lots of positive reasons as to why being a freelance writer can be an excellent way to spend your days!

1. You get the opportunity to dip into interesting lives and situations and expand your knowledge and experiences of the world…and then just as easily retire back into the warm, secure and cosy world of your study! Ultimately, the only stories that sell are those that are interesting or intriguing in some way, and so the research that needs to take place to write up these intriguing stories is also likely to be quite eventful and entertaining. As a freelance writer you’ll have the opportunity to experience other people and other environments that may otherwise have remained closed to you.

2. You’ll find it easier to maintain or gain a work / life balance. Individuals who work for themselves have the flexibility of working over weekends, early mornings or late evenings if they need to do so in order to free up some time during the day for completing life related activities such as seeing friends, chores or looking after children. At the same time, freelance writers can choose to pursue a lot of writing projects across some months in order to give them some down time over other months; perhaps during the summer holiday period etc. 
3. You can live and work wherever you choose. The location of your home is unlikely to impact on your ability to write, as you’ll be working from home for the majority of your working hours anyway. As long as you are happy to travel around a bit to undertake interviews etc, you’ll find that freelance writing removes any location restrictions you may have suffered from before.

4. It can give you a little bit of an ego boost. There is something very self-satisfying to see your own name in print, and there aren’t many jobs that give you this opportunity more so than being a writer.  

