Where can you find inspiration for the creation and completion of your manuscript?
As a writer you might find yourself with this fantastic idea for a story, a book, a collection of short stories or a children’s piece of writing. This is always positive – it’s a wonderful feeling to stumble across that ‘great idea’! However, having a good idea for a story or book is one thing, being able to build it up into a full manuscript is quite another. Furthermore, there are also lots of occasions when writers just can’t find the inspiration within themselves to come up with a strong idea for a book. Regardless of whether you’ve found that perfect story idea or whether you’re struggling to come up with a great idea for a book that has really ‘got legs’, you’ll find that by taking yourself out and about, you’ll put yourself in contact with places, people and environments that will inspire you to flesh out your story idea or have that light-bulb moment.

There are hundreds of places that you can go to in search of writing inspiration. And more often than not, these are places that you’ll access as part of your everyday life, and you’ll be pulling creative inspiration out of these environments without even noticing. Let’s take a look at a couple of everyday locations that can help you find inspiration for the creation or completion of your manuscript.
1. On the bus: Lots of us don’t bother taking the bus anymore; we find it is more convenient to use our own personal forms of transportation. But the bus is a hive of activity that is waiting to be observed and used (anonymously of course) as ideas or inspiration for creative writing. The tube lines in London or metros in other large cities offer the same opportunities. But watching how people interact with each other, by observing their mannerisms and their clothing, you can create all sorts of stories about what the lives of the people on the bus, metro or tube. These individuals and their stories can be perfect for inclusion within a wider manuscript.

2. In town: Your local town will be a hive of activity. Spend some time sitting in a café or coffee shop and observe the other individuals who frequent the café or shop and see what inspiration their own characters bring. But perhaps more interesting is to watch passers-by. You only get a fleeting snapshot into all of these individuals’ lives, yet often that is enough to get your creative juices flowing.
3. At writing groups or writing circles: Writing groups provide peer support to those looking to pursue creative writing for either business or pleasure. Often just by talking to other writers about your experiences and getting a feel for their enthusiasm for writing you’ll find that you become more inspired to get on and write your next creative piece. 
