When is it a good idea to Self Publish a book?
The art of self publishing has come on a long way from where it started several years ago; under the previous guise of ‘vanity publishing.’ In many ways self publishing has been around for decades, centuries even, with individuals printing or writing out several copies of their own words. This could take the form of poems, cards, messages, stories and even the words to songs. Nowadays however self publishing is seen as a specific activity that is undertaken by writers and poets. It is a genuine and popular way of seeing an author’s written work in print. And it is often the quickest, most accessible and in some cases most lucrative way that a writer or a poet can get their creative writing published and made available to a wide range of audiences and readers to pursue, enjoy and form opinions on. 

There is still a reasonable amount of stigma surrounding self publishing however. It is often a topic that divides writers, editors and even publishers themselves. Some individuals, societies, organisations or companies are very anti self publishing in principle. They feel that it devalues the sanctity of the written word, as it provides an opportunity for anyone to publish their own writing and have their books out there on shop shelves for the general public to buy. There can be an associated feeling that it just isn’t fair that some individuals can effectively pay to have their book published, whilst others wait patiently in line to have a ‘traditional’ publisher select their text for publication via a traditional publishing house. Other individuals, writing societies and organisations feel differently however. They see self publishing as a way of encouraging budding writers or poets who may have otherwise been put off of writing because they felt it would be impossible to achieve a traditional publishing contract. These individuals who are ‘for’ self publishing recognise that the opportunity to encourage reading and writing can almost always only be a good thing, and that in this day and age, with advances in technology and communication forging ahead all of the time, people around the world are sharing their views, stories and opinions openly and continually anyway. Surely self publishing a book or a series of stories or poets is just a slightly more sophisticated way of getting opinions, viewpoints and stories out there into the open world?

So, when is it a good idea to self publish your book, stories or poems? Well, really, when any of the following are in place:

· You don’t want to waste months or even years approaching traditional publishers in hope that your manuscript will be accepted. 

· You are happy to pay a little to see your book in print and stocked in local book stores.

· You have enlisted the help of a proofreading company to ensure that your manuscript reads well and that it is ‘squeaky clean’ in terms of content.

· You want to be able to control the local publicity for the book.

· You are happy to work with local book stores and libraries to ensure that your book is stocked and available for purchase.

· You want a larger percentage of royalties than that provided as standard by traditional publishers.  

