What are the key features of a strong essay conclusion?
Conclusions can often be the most difficult part of an essay to write. The main body seems easier as you are pulling together all the relevant research and arguments, but it is difficult to then sum this up at the end. The conclusion should seek to state the main argument of your essay again. You should use the conclusion as a reminder to your reader of the rest of the essay.
There are a number of things that you can include in your conclusion to make it stronger including;

· A summary of the evidence and research presented demonstrating how this supports your arguments – do not simply repeat what is in the rest of the essay

· Any significance of your findings

· Any implications of your findings on the broader field
· Any limitations to your research or findings

· Any recommendations for future research 

· Any other relevant factors that you may not have been able to cover in this essay
· Linking the conclusion to the introduction

There are also a number of things that should not be included in your conclusion including;

· Do not introduce a new idea that has not already been covered in the main body

· Do not state the objective of your essay for the first time!
· Do not include evidence such as statistics or quotations for the first that that really should be in the main body of the essay although you can often put a quote in the conclusion
· Avoid standard phrases such as ‘to conclude,’ ‘in conclusion,’ and ‘in summary.’

Use your conclusion as an opportunity to have your final say on the arguments put forward in the rest of the essay. Revisit the themes set out in your introduction which helps to bring the whole essay together for your reader. Remember, this is your last chance to persuade the reader to your viewpoint – whatever you say in your conclusion is the impression that your reader will take away and use to formulate their opinions. The conclusion should bring together the whole essay and give a sense of closure whilst outlining any implications for future research.
There is a lot to try to cover your conclusion, but do not be tempted to write a large amount – your conclusion should really be three or four sentences long and not in any way confuse the reader about what you have written in the rest of the essay. 

Sounds easy! Good luck!
