What are the key components to an academic style of writing?
There are many styles of writing and therefore it is useful to understand what we mean by an academic style of writing. Really academic writing requires the use of precise and objective language to express ideas. For any formal study in Universities or colleges, you will be required to write some kind of assignment such as an essay, a dissertation, a case study or a report and all of these require you to use an academic style of writing.

Academic writing should be grammatically correct and is more formal than the style of writing used in newspapers or novels for example. The language used should be simple and clear and above all objective. When you are writing academically, you should not really include colloquial or personal expressions. This style of writing uses language that is different to the language used in everyday conversation and generally is impersonal in tone. The vocabulary you use should be succinct and to the point.
When you are writing an academic piece you can include personal views, but these should not detract from or take over the topic you are writing about. If your personal views take over, then your objectivity is lost and your writing becomes biased. One way to avoid this is to use impersonal language. This may seem easy to do, but actually it is quite difficult. If you avoid using words like I/me/we/us/one/you you should be able to avoid this pitfall. Also write using a passive not an active voice.  An example of this is ‘pressure was applied to the speaker to stop talking’ (passive) ‘we applied pressure to the speaker to stop him talking’ (active).
The use of tense is extremely important when writing in an academic style. Generally the past tense is used to comment on things that have happened or on research that you have undertaken as it has already been completed. There may be occasions where the present tense is used, for example, you may state that Table 1 shows the results rather than Table 1 showed the results.

There are a number of issues you should avoid when writing an academic piece to ensure it is indeed academic. These are listed below:
· Poor grammar

· Spelling and punctuation errors

· The use of absolute terms such as always, never and all. You should be absolutely sure that you are correct if you use these words in your writing
· Colloquial language such as clichés. Instead of saying ‘at this point in time’ you should say ‘now’

· Woolly wording – imprecise language
· Value judgements – these reflect the views of the writer rather than the reality of what is being written about

· Avoid the use of jargon and if you use specialist terms in relation to a subject, explain them to the reader

· Try to avoid the use of abbreviations such as e.g. i.e. It is acceptable to use abbreviations to express units such as SI units

· Try to avoid the use of acronyms. If you do use acronyms you should always write the title in full the first time you use it with the acronym in brackets and thereafter you can use the acronym

These are some simple tips to help you write academically and should help you avoid some of the pitfalls associated with this style of writing. Keeping your audience in mind when writing also helps to focus the mind on the style of writing you should deliver and what it is they will be looking for from your piece.

