What makes a good children's book?
Enjoyment is surely the ultimate goal for children’s books: to entertain and delight them and fan the very first flames of a lifelong love of reading.
How, then, do you capture their attention, maintain their interest and leave them wanting to come back for more? The target age group must obviously be taken into account, and as children grow up so must their stories, taking on a greater cast of characters and more elaborate plot. 
But illustrations are key to initially catching the eyes of all children for, in the same way as a recipe with a photo looks vastly more tempting than one without – and is therefore much more likely to be tried out, a book with pictures is immediately more appealing than bare text. The younger the target readers, the brighter, simpler and more abundant the illustrations need to be. Colours, shapes, sizes and even textures should play a major role in telling such stories.
Remember that illustrations serve to enhance and help children to visualise the story itself, and so you need to take just as much care over writing the actual text, no matter how striking or beautifully drawn the pictures are. Your story must have a goal as all readers need a reason to keep turning the pages. Where is it going? Are your characters trying to achieve something? The younger the reader, the more familiar the characters and storyline must feel to them. Children must be able to relate to them, subconsciously comparing their world – their thoughts and actions – to what they are reading, and finding similarities. As they get older, a hero they can emulate, learn from and grow with is essential. Without forcing through too strong a moral message – for children must feel as if they are drawing their own conclusions – the book should be rooting for good over evil, teaching the importance of kindness and respect in life – even if mistakes and wrong decisions are made along the way. Basic, understandable emotions, problems, dilemmas may increasingly emerge in stories for older readers, but first books should above all be character-focused and told in simple, clear, everyday language. You must be able to get the story across immediately, with no concentration or effort required to understand, otherwise children will soon give up. Rhyme and repetition are especially important for the youngest age groups as these not only help build language skills – by being read out loud first by adults and then by the children themselves – but also make a story more memorable. 

Making a story memorable goes a long way to bringing children back to it time and time again. To achieve that, it has to arouse their curiosity and fire their imagination. Even if your setting is a familiar one, or the essence of your plot an oft-repeated, traditional one, you need to tackle it with an original approach. There’s no point in exciting your readers with imaginative, bold illustrations only to bore them with a story they’ve heard too many times before. But be careful to keep your story believable: even in the most fantastical tales children must still be able to connect with it and draw parallels with their own experience. 
