What should you look for when choosing a ghost writer?
‘Ghost writers’ are individuals who write books, pieces of poetry, short stories, autobiographies or academic pieces on behalf of other people. A ghost writer does not take the credit for the work produced; i.e. it is not their name that will reside on the book jacket, instead they take the ideas and opinions of another person and use these ideas to produce some form of written document. The person holding those initial ideas and opinions then takes over ownership of the written document, and it is their name that is attributed to the written work.

There are lots of reasons as to why an individual might decide to use a ghost writer. They may believe that their own writing style is insufficiently developed and so don’t believe that they would be able to serve their ideas or story justice if they were to attempt to write it themselves. They may have a very hectic schedule and so just don’t have the time to dedicate to the writing of a novel or non-fiction piece. Or they may feel that they would benefit from the input and interpretation of another individual, and so believe that enlisting the help of a ghost writer will provide this impartial influence. Regardless of the motivation, most individuals find that using a ghost writer make a huge and positive difference to the written work that they are able to put forward as their own.

There are however a number of ghost writers out there, and so often one of the biggest decisions that has to be made is which ghost writer should be chosen. How do you decide if a ghost writer will work for you? How on earth do you start to draw up a shortlist of potential ghost writers or ghost writing companies to help you bring your ideas to life?

There are a number of important questions that you should work through when you conduct your search for ghost writers. By thinking about the answers to each of these questions, you should be able to narrow down your criteria sufficiently to enable you to draw up a shortlist of possible ghost writers.

1. Are you prepared to travel to meet with your ghost writer routinely?

2. Do you have a budget for this work? 

3. How much input are you looking for from your writer? Do you want them to fully write your story from a series of notes or audio files that you’ve created, or are you looking to make notes on each of the chapters or sections that need to be written and have the writer turn these notes into fuller pieces of writing?

4. How often do you want to meet with your ghost writer? Would you be happy working with them over email and the phone as opposed to having face-to-face contact?

5. When would you like your work to be finished? 

