What information should you ensure you include on your UCAS application form?
Across England, young people who want to attend university generally have to complete a UCAS application form. This application form will detail the information about which universities you wish to attend. The application form will be passed to these universities, and they will make a decision, based on both your predicted A’ Level grades (or equivalent) and the information you’ve included on the application form, as to whether they want to offer you a place at their university or not. The information you include on your UCAS application form is therefore very important. This might sound a little daunting, but if you follow so simple steps, you’ll find that you do have all of the information you need to create a well written UCAS application form that fits the requirements of most universities in England.

It is important to note that before you start completing your UCAS form, you should ensure that you have spent a little bit of time finding out if any of the universities you are applying to have requested that specific information be included on your UCAS form. If they have, you must add these information requirements to the more generic list below.

Most universities want to know about you as an individual, and it is the UCAS form that enables you to capture this information. Your aim is to come across as a well rounded individual; someone who is committed to their academic study but who also has interests and experiences outside of education. A university will also want to know why it is that you have chosen to study with them, and why it is that you have chosen to study a particular subject. In addition, a university is unlikely to be able to offer you a place to study with them without a list of your predicted A’ Level (or equivalent) grades. Be sure to ensure that this information is contained on the UCAS form that will be passed to them.

So, what are the key areas that you need to cover within the personal statement element of your UCAS form?

· You need to say why that particular university appeals to you
· In addition, you need to explain why you are drawn towards a particular subject – perhaps you like the modules that are included within the syllabus for that subject at a particular university

· Next you need to state why you think you would perform well at the university, with a particular focus on your academic achievements around your chosen subject
· And finally, it is important to dedicate a large chunk of your UCAS statement to demonstrating that you are able to contribute to an active social life. To do this talk about your current interests and achievements outside of academic study, the groups and societies that you belong to, and any charity or voluntary work or projects that you have been involved in over the past few years.

