What information should go into the Appendices section of a dissertation?
Dealing with word limits can be a tricky business. On the one hand you want to come as close to the word limit as possible, as the suggestion is that the word limit set is reflective of the amount of content that the examiner or person marking your dissertation or essay wants to see. However..! There is generally a penalty attached to any dissertation or essay that exceeds the word limit stated (however a grace of say 10% is often applied). So the trick is to write sufficient content to almost reach the stated word limit, but not too much content, as you don’t want to risk exceeding the word limit and landing yourself with a penalty. As I say, managing the word limits on dissertations can be a very fiddly business indeed.

There are however a couple of tricks that can be applied to help you maximise the content of your dissertation without exceeding that all important word count. The two most common ways of squeezing in content into a dissertation is to make good use of footnotes, and to include a series of Appendices.

Footnotes and Appendices have slightly different functions but they have one crucial feature in common – they are exempt from word counts. This means that you can include information in a footnote or as an Appendix, and it won’t be counted as part of your dissertations word count.

Footnotes can be used to include explanatory information about a specific point that doesn’t need to be included in the body of the dissertation, but that you think is likely to be of interest to the reader. Footnotes are thus a great place to include information that you see as ‘added value’ or that provide an ‘added explanation’ to a particular point or argument within your dissertation, but that aren’t classed as essential to the overall argument or point that you are making. An example of this would be a definition of a particular scientific term, or a brief piece of history on an individual that you are alluding to or quoting from within your dissertation or essay. Footnotes can either go in a long list at the end of your academic piece, or they can be added in the footer of your document.

Appendices function in a slightly different way. They tend to be longer than footnotes, with one Appendix dedicated to one particular piece of information. Appendices go at the end of a dissertation or essay, and they are referred to within the body of the academic document; i.e. ‘the questionnaire included 20 questions based on staff satisfaction – see Appendix A’.

Appendices can be used to convey any piece of evidence or research that you feel adds substance to your essay or dissertation, but that isn’t needed in the body of the text. You can sometimes find that including lots of analysis or methodology information into the body of a dissertation can ruin the flow of the piece, and so in these instances, Appendices are very helpful.

The following documents are usually included in Appendices; large extracts or quotations from other pieces of literature, transcriptions of interviews, designs, images and photos, examples of questionnaires used, details graphs or data tables.  
