What does UCAS do?
If you are a college student in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland, then you’ll no doubt have heard of UCAS. UCAS is the body that manages student applications to study degree courses at Universities or other higher education institutes. The organisation has a number of functions:

· It manages and completes the physical processing of student applications to Universities all over the UK. That means that as a student, you’ll identify up to three universities that you would be happy to attend. Your application to these universities is passed to UCAS. UCAS then fulfil a liaison role with each of the universities or higher education bodies on your behalf, ensuring that no higher education body ends up over subscribed.

· UCAS also help students identify a course that will best suit their needs. They have various guides online which students can use to help them determine which courses, universities and subjects would suit them best. They also have guides on how to use open days effectively, and on admission tests for particular educational institutions.

· UCAS also say that they try and make the whole higher education application process run as smoothly as possible. Over the past 10 years they have developed a number of online tools which now make it easier for both students to apply for courses, and for higher education institutions to accept or reject applications.

As well as the main UCAS body (which is explained above), there are also a number of sub-UCAS organisations or teams which each have their own more specific role. These teams still all work within the educational remit, but their unique roles are slightly different to those of the main UCAS body.

UCAS Research: This team have their own forum where they post information updates on the world of education, and encourage debate within this sector.

CUKAS: This is the Conservatoires UK Admissions Service. It helps with the application for undergraduate and postgraduate practice-based music courses at a number of institutions across the United Kingdom.

GTTR: This is a specific section of UCAS which manages the processing of student applications for teacher training schemes.

UKPASS: This specialised service deals with applications made by postgraduate students.

UCAS Media: This body manages all advertising opportunities for independent companies and / or organisations to advertise their services to the entire student body. They have a range of online and offline advertising packages that companies can take advantage of.

UCAS 14-19: This team of individuals manage the creation and development of training and education tools for students between the ages of 14 and 19. The tools give young students the opportunity to understand more about the learning opportunities that are available locally to them.    
