What do craft magazines look for in freelance articles?
Craft magazines have seen a recent revival! It seems that more and more people are looking to spend their free time undertaking activities that are low cost, practical and artistic all at the same time. This surge in interest in the craft market has meant that more and more people are buying magazines that help them improve their crafty abilities, whether these be focused on paper crafts, knitting, making clothes, fabric art, cross-stitch or even scrapbooking! It is therefore the perfect time for freelance article writers who have a keen interest or knowledge of crafts to start pulling together their feature article pieces and submitting them forward for publication in craft magazines.

But what is it that will make a freelance article piece catch the eye of an editor of a craft magazine? There are a number of important article elements that you need to consider and include when writing articles that are aimed at this craft magazine market:

· Demonstrate your expertise. Craft magazines are generally looking for articles from individuals who are either highly experienced in writing about crafts, or who are very talented when it comes to creating something crafty! So in your initial enquiry letter to magazines, be sure to include a portfolio of your work. This could either be pictures of your creative talent or it could be a sample of the writing you’ve completed on craft areas.

· Be sure to illustrate your articles. Most magazine articles benefit from a good photo or two, but there is a real emphasis placed on the quality of photograph used in craft pieces. If you are writing a ‘how to’ article, be sure to include a series of photographs which will walk the reader visually through each of the steps they need to undertake to make the final product that you are walking them through. It may well be that the magazine company choose to only include one or two of the photographs that you submit, but it is still better to send in the full step-by-step guide.

· Ensure that your photos are of a high standard. You’ll need to submit digital photos that are at least 300dpi in quality.

· Include any relevant templates. This may sound daunting but readers will need templates and patterns to follow to enable them to complete the crafts accurately. You can purchase computer software which will produce patterns and templates for you.    
