What are the benefits of obtaining a critique of your creative writing?
Writing is a very personal activity. Often, individuals who write as a hobby or who enjoy spending their leisure time writing are writing for their own pleasure and creative spirit, and not because it is their job to write or because they are receiving payment in exchange of their creative flair. However, it can be a real ambition of individuals who enjoy writing for pleasure to turn their pastime into something that perhaps does bring in a little bit of income, or that is read by other people and shared with loved ones, either through the successful attainment of a publishing contract or through the winning of a writing competition that enables the winning entry to be published somewhere that can be read by the wider public. In order to achieve this ambition, many novice or unpublished writers need to find confidence in their writing abilities and learn to share their writing with someone other than themselves. This is often one of the first reasons why a writer will approach an external proof reader or editor; they are looking for someone who has the expertise to provide constructive comments about their writing, but who at the same time has an anonymity about them that is comforting.

There are lots of positive reasons for seeking the advice and guidance of an external editor and / or proof reader when you are looking to improve your creative writing. These reasons include:

· When you don’t share your writing with another person, you don’t have an opportunity to learn new writing techniques and you don’t have the opportunity to learn from others who are also experienced in writing or who have a fond association and skill that is associated with language. By enlisting the services of an external editor, you instantly give yourself access to their expertise and thus have the opportunity to learn how to improve upon your writing technique.

· An editor can help you see your own strengths that can be further sharpened in order to better define you as a writer, and your overarching writing style.

· At the same time, an editor can identify areas of your writing technique that need to be better developed, and help you develop these weaknesses.

· Sometimes editors are also qualified proofreaders, and this is a real bonus as they can help ensure that any manuscript or text that you plan to put forward for a competition, for publication or indeed for your friends and family to read is squeaky clean and error free.

· Working with an editor who you don’t know from a personal perspective can give you the confidence you need to go on and share your writing with those individuals close to you, whom you do have a personal relationship with.  

