What are the benefits of joining a writing group?
If you enjoy writing creatively then you may at some point have considered joining a writing group. Most communities have at least one writing group in existence, and they are nearly always seeking budding new authors to join their club so to speak. However there is often something quite daunting about the prospect of becoming a member of a writing group. Writing is after all a relatively personal activity, and often writers are nervous and shy about sharing their personal creative writing. This shyness can even affect successful or previously published writers. Joining a writing group usually brings an element of fear to a writer; what if everyone else is so much better than me is often the first fear to pass through the mind of an author, followed swiftly by a fear that they won’t be able to physically write anything during the session, or that they will become so nervous that even if they have prepared some work to share with the group, they will be unable to do it justice as they stand there and publicly read out their week’s worth of creative thoughts.

There are however so many positive reasons for joining a writing group, that if possible, writers of all skills, experience and ability should try out the writing groups that exist within their local neighbourhoods. If this feels a little too daunting, there is always the possibility of joining an online group first. Online writers groups and forums can be a great place to start for authors who are particularly nervous about mixing with other writers or about sharing their work with other individuals. There is an anonymity that surrounds online groups, and so it can sometimes be easier to share your own creative work with individuals that you can’t see and don’t know. Furthermore, many authors find that they build up their confidence of providing feedback to other writers via online groups; again because of the anonymity factor.

Once the confidence is there to try a local writing group, the level of benefits that can fall out of attending such a group is usually high. Attending a writing group can:

· Improve your writing as you get the opportunity to discuss new ideas with others 

· Improve your confidence in your own writing ability, which ultimately can help convince you that your work really is worth submitting into that competition, sharing with friends or putting forward for publication

· Teach you the skill and the importance of constructive criticism

· Forge friendships with other likeminded individuals.    

